
Compass Live Art

Vitalising Live Art in the North of England. 

Freelance Commission

Artist-led Professional Development Programme

We are looking to expand our team to include a practising artist, curator or other creative freelancer to design and deliver a 12 month programme of professional development events and activities, informed both by their own practice and Compass’ core aims.

Compass was established in 2010 by a consortium of freelance artists and programmers to strengten the live art infrastructure in Yorkshire and the Humber.

We have delivered professional development workshops, performance platforms, sector meetings, a website and e-newsletter as well as the 2011 Compass Festival and Symposium of Live Art and Compass Festival 2014

Now an independent company directed by Annie Lloyd and Peter Reed, our core activities are to:

· foster partnerships to support live art practice in the North of England
· co-present live art/performances and exhibitions with other venues and festivals.
· commission and produce interactive performances and artworks located in public or found spaces.
· deliver infrastructure and professional development events around the North of England
· run an emerging producer training scheme
· deliver a biennial festival of live art 
The Commission:

To design and deliver Compass Professional Development programme

In the past, Compass’ professional development programme has included events and initiatives such as the live art directory, sector meetings, artist workshops, discussion events and talks, mentoring and performance platforms. 

In this new programme, we are keen expand the kinds of events we run, and the breadth of artists we work with. Through taking an artist/curator led approach, we expect the programme will reflect the needs and concerns of live art practitioners across the region. Our aim is that the commission will work on an annual cycle, with one artist handing over to another and widening the scope and variety of practice we can support between now and 2018. 

The Responsibilities 

In consultation with Compass directors Annie Lloyd and Peter Reed, to develop a programme of professional development activity for live art practitioners in the north of England, running between April 2015 and March 2016 and informed by your own practice and Compass core aims. 

To help represent Compass Live Art at events and meetings around the region, networking us into other relevant initiatives, strategic conversations and activity. 

To plan and manage the budget for the programme, as agreed with the Compass directors.  

Fee, budget and resources 

- The commission is offered on a freelance basis for a period of 12 months, with a three month probationary period. 

- A fixed freelance fee of £5,000 and operating budget of £4,000

- The artist/curator will be responsible for their own administration with support from:

Compass Live Art: marketing support, office and meeting space

East Street Arts: communications, equipment and working space support 

Live Art Bistro: working/meeting/event space and equipment support 

Leeds Beckett University: placement student support, equipment and meeting space.

Time commitment: anticipated to be the equivalent of one day per week over 12 months, to be timetabled flexibly.  

Essential and Desirable skills and experience 

Essential

· Artist/curator with strong understanding of their own practice and interests
· Enthusiasm for live art and socially engaged arts practice
· Past experience of collaborating with other artists, curators and organisations to deliver events and projects
· Well organised, administratively competent.
· Good communicator
Desirable 

· Track record of taking part in or designing professional development activities for artists
· Good understanding of existing networks, infrastructure and support for live art in the north of England
· Experience of managing small budgets
How to apply. 

We welcome phone calls and email correspondence with potential applicants to help clarify your approach. 

Please contact us at 0113 345 4949 or info@compassliveart.org.uk. Our office is managed part time, if no one is around to take your call, please leave your name and number and we’ll get back to you.  

Please send us a CV and covering email explaining why you are interested in undertaking the commission and working closely with Compass, with an indication of your approach to the commission, by 5.00pm 18th February 2015. 

Interviews will be scheduled in Leeds on 26th February 2015.


